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Stardate: 2020701.1 ASSOCIATION NEWS

Things are progressing well with the 10" Anniversary Weekend, now called Ten Forward. Ten for
obvious reasons and Forward because we need to keep looking ahead of us to improve the RAFSTA
and ourselves. Membership has also taken an upturn of late with 12 new members since the last
AD ASTRA, eleven of whom are serving members of the Forces. The online Application Form
with advertising seems to have helped. Thanks to Matt Oram and lan Dobson.

| think this magazine has got some really good content and worth a read from cover to cover.
Thanks go to all those that have helped to make this a thoroughly enjoyable read. There is a good
spread of sci-fi including Andromeda, Star Trek and Dead Zone. Please take note of the The
RAFSTA 10" Anniversary Instant Interview and Short Story Competition details of both
contained within. Your contributions will of course be greatly appreciated and enjoyed.

MAGAZINE INPUT Please continue to provide input to this magazine. Remember we cover
all things sci-fi so no matter your interest your input will make a valuable contribution to the club
and especially the magazines. You can write about anything to do with sci-fi. Your inputis a
valuable resource. | know many of you have something to say so just type it up and send it me.
The next STARCHART will be out in November. If you intend to put together a large article
please get in touch to ensure that nobody else is doing the same. As usual I currently have very
little for the next magazine.

THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND — TEN FORWARD | have had a great response
for attendance at the Ten Forward Weekend but there is room for many more so sign up for a
memorable occasion. Close to 40 attendees so far which already exceeds my expectations. Even
more would be excellent.

Details are:

Date Friday 30 August — Sunday 1 September 2002

Location Police Club, RAF Halton, Wendover, Aylesbury.

Cost £20 (the cheapest yet). The overall cost is being subsidised from club funds.

Your £20 will provide you with:
Food - Friday evening buffet, breakfast Saturday and Sunday morning, BBQ on Saturday evening
and Sunday lunch.
Accommodation — Friday and Saturday night on a bed in a proper building not a tent! It would be
ideal if you could bring your own sleeping bag to lighten the pre-weekend workload but bedding is
available if requested.
Weekend Itinerary - The format will be familiar to those who have attended previous annual
weekend functions. Suffice to say there will be food and drink aplenty with:
Friday - Meet and Greet evening.
Saturday - AGM

Guests Talks (if guests in attendance).

Away Team Mission.

BBQ

A not too technical quiz. Paper and Pen based.

Charity Auction.

Party Night
Sunday - Taking it easy!

Guests — Guests are proving a little awkward at the moment but we are trying. Seems to be a busy
time for most people. If all else fails we will entertain ourselves — nothing new there then!!!!



Please make an effort to support us this year. A small number of people put in a lot of effort for the
RAFSTA and your support at the weekend would be most welcome. If you know of any other sci-fi
fans that want a great weekend then bring them with you. This is a good opportunity to recruit new
members by showing them what we are about.

For those of tempted to say — “Oh, | would love to go but it is so far away from where | live”, | will
be travelling from deep in Cornwall as a number of our members have every year for the past five
years. | can assure you this is not a short journey especially in August! We have also have
members traveling from North Scotland and North Wales and even from overseas. It’s just about
making the effort to a guaranteed good time.

For those interested the nearest train station is Wendover and we should be able to arrange pick up
from the station.

Members Attending So Far:

Bob Jones Matt Oram Richard Rogers Suzanne Upham +1?  Simon Harris
Debbie Jones  Andy Bryant Mark Dray lan Rennie Rob Jones
Wally Boon lan Dobson Paul C-Stevens + 1  Steve Buet

Emma Boon Ric Williams +1  Adrian Bond + 1 Phil Innamorati + 1-4  Apologies From:
Mandy Tune  John Salter + 1 Chip Carpenter Tim Lowther Val Evans

Scott Mitchell ~ Keiran McGreevy Elaine Chaytor Carl Packham Amy Kavanagh
Fran Kane Daniel Higgins Duncan Richards Justin Telford

AUCTION - Keiran McGreevy has kindly volunteered to tote for auction items but he needs some
more businesses/shops/people to ask for donations. If you have a sci-fi shop or some such suitable
contact near you please let me know or alternatively contact Keiran direct on Tel: 01256 702643
Email: KieranMcgreevy@aol.com

SHIPS LOGS Entries for the next AD ASTRA are to be with me at the new address below
or email by 2020824.6 (24 Aug 02) and please keep to a maximum of 7 sides. NOTE - Late
entries will not be included as this magazine will be ready for distribution at the 10" anniversary
weekend. Addresses of the various Captains are:

SMART DIRAC

lan Dobson Fran Kane Anne Jones
GELL-MANN HORIZON RODDENBERRY
Elaine Chaytor Wade France Scott Mitchell

Nil input from any ship captain/command position will be read as an indication that they wish
to resign their current status and this will be put into effect in the next AD ASTRA.



MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Current membership stands at 89 with 48 Full, 37 Associate and 4 Honorary Members.
Members that have left since the last AD ASTRA are: Don Blevin

We welcome twelve new members: Emma Boon, Simon Viles, Dean duffy, Jamie Angus, Colin
Winspear, Terry Bowden-Williams, Stu Roake, A Kewley, Carl Packham, Steve Burns, Bird
Giddings, David Fitxgerald. Ship assignments will be allocated in the next AD ASTRA

Address for all things RAFSTA:

Robert C Jones
Chief of Starfleet Operations

RAFSTA Website: www.rafsta.com

The RAFSTA 10" Anniversary Instant Interview

Matt Oram is wanting to compile some Member thoughts and memories regarding RAFSTA and
sci-fi. To that end he would like you to answer the following questions. Please help out and give
them a go. You will need to respond direct to Matt Oram at:

Email:

Post:

1. How did you hear about the RAFSTA, and why did you join?

2. Did the RAFSTA turn out to be what you expected?

3. Has the RAFSTA changed during your membership and if so how?

4.  What is/are your favourite memory/memories of your time in RAFSTA (so far)?

5. Any favourite amusing moments?

6.  What is the best thing about the RAFSTA?

7. Have you ever been to a Trek or Sci-Fi Convention? (If yes, please give details)

8. Have you ever been to a RAFSTA social gathering or club weekend? (If yes, please give

details)

9. Do you still enjoy Trek/SF as much as when you joined the club (or perhaps enjoy it more)?
10. Have you ever contributed to either STARCHART or AD ASTRA?

11. How much of the club magazines do you read? (How you answer this question will not
incriminate you in anyway!)

Finally, any information on the club during the period 92-95 would also be appreciated.



Federation News Service

Your number one information gateway to the universe Issue 4

BERMAN'S FORTUNE

During a recent visit to Hollywood which featured meetings with Steven Spielberg and Don, Johnson, King
Abdullah II of Jordan also took time to lunch with Trek executive producer Rick Berman. Prior to his
accession, Abdullah had previously appeared in an Episode of Star Trek: Voyager. Berman had much to
celebrate, having just signed a lucrative contract with Paramount. The exclusive deal keeps Berman at the
studio until 2006 creating, developing and producing television and film projects. He'll also continue as
writer/executive producer on Enterprise, and a consultant for Star Trek: The Experience. It is expected that
he will also work on non-Trek projects. Since starting with the Star Trek franchise, Berman has been
responsible for more than 600 hours of Trek-related programming.

X-FILES WRITER JOINS ENTERPRISE CREW

Popular X-Files writer John Shiban has signed on as the newest writer for Enterprise from the beginning of
Season 2. In a recent interview executive producer Rick Berman said, “The single hardest thing for us to do
after all these years is to find great writers who understand Star Trek. It has always been a problem.” It will
be interesting to see some Mulder/Scully tension between Archer and T'Pol, or maybe they'll avoid that
subject and concentrate on the conspiracy with the Vulcans. We'll have to wait and see. One thing is for
certain, we won't have to see the crew confirming the existence of extra-terestrials. In addition to his credits
for the X-Files, Shiban also helped to create the X-Files short lived spin-off show, The Lone Gunman.

CAPTAIN'S CHAIR

Star Trek fans recently had the opportunity to bid on the holiest holy of Star Trek memorabilia in a Los
Angeles auction when Captain Kirk's chair from the set of the original Enterprise went under the hammer.
The chair is one of about 374 lots to be auctioned by Profiles in Histroy in Los Angeles. The chair carried a
minimum bid of $80,000 and was expected to fetch as much as $150,000. Other items for sale included
costumes, scripts, props and production documents from the original series. Many of the items come from
the collection of Bob Justman, an associate producer on the original Star Trek series.

SPEAKING OF CHAIRS

Patrick Stewart was shocked to discover that while working on Star Trek Nemesis, someone had walked off
with the Captain’s chair. Just before shooting finished on the film, Stewart turned up on the bridge of the
Enterprise to find that his chair, which cost around £12,000 to make, had been stolen. The Daily Mirror
reported that collectors could pay up to £100,000 to buy the chair as it is such a valuable piece of
memorabilia. This is the third time in eight years that the captain’s chair has gone missing. Considering how
big the things are, it is a wonder how they are smugggled past security — perhaps clever thieves have figured
out how to use the transporters.

KEEP ON RUNNING

Walter Koenig was among the celebrity runners led by Robert and Katie Wagner in the 21* Annual Jimmy
Stewart Relay Marathon which took place at Griffith Park, LA. Koeing, was one of over 25,000 runners who
competed in the charity event which was for the Saint John’s Health Centre. In the 21 outings of the event, a
total of $7.5 million has been raised for the centre.

WHERE IS CAPTAIN KIRK

Bill Shatner recently hosted the 12" Annual Charity Horse Show at the LA Equestrian Centre raising money
for many good causes. The event was attended by many horse-loving celebrities, stunt riders, and costumed
Trek fans. Shatner will also be competing in the National Grand Prix of Washington DC on July 19.

WOULD THE REAL SLIM-SHADY PLEASE STAND UP

Cast from Star Trek: The Original Series were once again re-united in a recent episode of the animated sci-fi
comedy Futurama. William Shatner, Leonard Nimoy, George Takei, Walter Koeing and Nichelle Nicholes
reprised their roles in a classic episode of the popular animated series which feature such classic moments
as a punch up between the Star Trek and Futurama crews and a rendition of Eminem’s Slim Shady by Kirk in
classic Bill Shatner style. Although many of the cast have appeared in both The Simpsons and Futurama
before, it is the first time they have appeared on the same episode. Additionally, it is the first time that the
group have appeared together in their Star trek alter-egos since Star Trek 5: the Final Frontier.



TWILIGHT ZONE

Jonathan Frakes has been tapped to direct the pilot episode of an attempt by UPN to revive the Twilight
Zone. “The Twilight Zone is a franchise not unlike Star Trek in that people have very fond specific memories
of,” he said in a recent interview “and | think the opportunity to tell these kinds of stories that are parables is
very similar to what Gene Roddenberry’s original Star Trek was like.” The pilot will be written by The Outer
Limits producer Pen Densham.

DOCTOR WHO?

More rumours surrounding the future of Doctor Who with the latest news that Jonathan Creek star and
comedian Alan Davies was lined up to be ninth incarnation of the Timelord. It is believed that the BBC along
with the Fox network in the US are planning on commissioning a pilot series comprising 22 50-minute
episodes. It is envisaged that the new series will be a re-imagining of the popular series and will be darker
than the original, exploring much of the characters previously unknown past. Popular villains, the Daleks, will
also make a return and will be dramatically different from the tin-coat pepper-pots with an aversion to stairs
the fans are familiar with. No doubt, the rumour mill on this one will continue grinding!

FIREFLY

Joss Whedon'’s latest show, Firefly, has become embroiled with controversy with James Cameron’s Dark
Angel as the American Fox Network completely overhauls its schedules. Initially, Dark Angel was not
renewed for a third season. Cameron had tried to rescue Dark Angel with a $3 million-plus episode directed
by himself, but it did not improve the flagging ratings. Consequently, the show was given the boot, with
Firefly lined up to replace it in the important 9pm Friday slot. But then Dark Angel was thrown a life-line as
Fox were unhappy with the original two-hour pilot of Firefly, and were considering rebooking Dark Angel.
However, Whedon offered to write a new one-hour pilot to which Fox gave the green light. Cameron
described the decision to take Firefly over his show as mercenary.

DUNE

Following the universal success of the recent Dune mini-series, the Sci-Fi channel is considering an on-going
series following the release of the sequel mini-series which will bring together the novels “Dune Messiah”
and “Children of Dune”. The essential thrust of the mini-series remains true to both novels and will follow on
where the previous series left off. The series will be set 12 years into the Jihad, where the religious fanatics
have spread throughout the Universe. A huge religious bureaucracy has grown up around the central
character, Paul, which he feels is stifing human creativity. The new series will focus on the female
characters Princess Wensicia and her older sister Irulan. These roles have attracted a number of well-known
actresses to the project. Susan Sarandon is to play Wensicia, while Alice Krige is to take over the mantle of
Lady Jessica.

5-4-3-2-1 JERRY ANDERSON IS GO

After several relatively quiet years, puppet SF supremo Gerry Anderson is reaching a frenetic level of
activity. Two brand new series are in the offing, and he has also secured the remake rights to Captain
Scarlet. However, the puppetry has gone as Gerry embraces CGI technology for his new projects. All his
new shows are to feature some degree of CG. In the case of Stormforce, currently in production in Japan
and the US, it is a mixture of traditional 2D and computer generated 3D animation. Captain Scarlet, however,
will be entirely CG along the same lines as that used in the Starship Troopers animation series and the
recent blockbuster movie, Final Fantasy. Animators for Captain Scarlet will go one step further in developing
realism. The characters will have a greater degree of freedom that their predecessors and will even feature
realistic skin. Whilst the purists will no doubt be appalled by this departure from the old Captain Scarlet and
Andersons previous endeavours, the new series is seen as a re-imagining of the original, rather than a
continuation, and will feature new characters vehicles and a much darker edge. Episodes will be 26 minutes
long, and though Anderson has no idea on which channel it will be screened, he says he wouldn't be
surprised if it turned up on the BBC sometime in 2004.

WAR OF THE WORLDS

Paramount Pictures is teaming up with Tom Cruise’s production company to remake the H G Wells classic,
War of the Worlds. The story tells of a martian invasion of Earth originally set in the Victorian era. The novel
has already been made into a 1950s film as well as a spin off television series. The new movie will forego the
Victorian trappings in favour of a contemporary American setting. Shooting will begin in 2003 for an expected
2004 release date, although it is not know whether Cruise will appear in the movie or remain behind the
camera.

BATTY
Batgirl is returning to US television but in a guise radically unlike the role played by Yvonne Craig in the
1960s Batman show. Tollins-Robbins, the producers of Smallville, are set to premiere Birds of Prey on the



WB this autumn. Based on the DC comic of the same name, the series features Barbara Gordon — the
former Batgirl — confined to a wheelchair and heading up a hi-tech surveillance team. The team also includes
the Huntress (secret daughter of Bruce (Batman) Wayne and Selina (Catwoman) Kyle and Dinah, a
superpowered youngster known as Black Canary.

STAR WARS

No sooner is one out of the door, than the next Star Wars movie goes into production, and yet more rumours
about tinkerings with the original trilogy flood out. George Lucas was scheduled to start work on the third and
final part of the prequel trilogy the day after Attack of the Clones hit the big screen. Pre-production work has
already been underway for some time and will centre on Anakin Skywalker's descent to the darkside.
According to Mr Lucas, the final part is certainly going to be a tragedy. James Earl Jones will reprise his role
as the voice of Skywalkers alter-ego Darth Vader, but it is not known if Dave (Green Cross Man) Prowse will
don the black gear again for the movie. As for Episodes 4-6, Mr Lucas does not believe them to be complete
and will not release them on DVD until he believes they are, and he hopes to bring all six together. Jimmy
Smits (who is due to appear in Episode 3) is rumoured to be included in a scene in a reworked version of
Episode 4, whilst Natalie Portman may be inserted into a scene in Episode 6. Also, John Williams has been
reworking the original Star Wars score to include the Imperial March.

SO LONG — ONE LAST FISH

Part tribute, part memorial, part grab-bag of loose ends, idle thoughts and last gems, the Salmon of Doubt is
a posthumous rummage in Douglas Adams’ bottom drawer. It collects together newspaper and magazine
articles, speeches, interviews, and unpulished writing. There are ruminations on the letter Y, the mighty
Adams conk, hangover cures and the Barrier Reef. The book concludes with The Salmon of Doubt itself, an
unfinished Dirk Gently tale that Adams had fretted over for the best part of a decade. It is a witty doodle that
goes nowhere — inevitably — but enjoyably so. What binds this brilliant jumble togethert is Adams himself, of
course. He is a deceptively simply writer, but his easy prose style is the perfect courier for his huge
passionate personality. It is sad that he is no longer with us, but, at least we have the opportunity to enjoy his
genius one last time.

DVD RELEASES

Soon to hit the streets is the DVD box set of Series 3 of Star Trek: The Next Generation. Early reviews
indicate this to be the best released to date featuring such classic episodes as “Yesterday’s Enterprise” and
the season finale “Best of Both Worlds”. The box set also boasts the usual array of extras ranging including
behind the scenes footage, interviews, etc.

Paramount Home Video has announced a 6" August release for the Director’'s Edition of Star Trek II; The
Wrath of Khan on Region 1 DVD. The new cut from director Nick Meyer will run to 116 minutes and include
commentaries from Meyer and Star Trek designer, Michael Okuda. The release will also include a second
disc featuring new interviews with some of the film’s cast, including William Shatner and Ricardo Montalban.
The movie will be presented in widescreen format enhanced for 16:9 televisions. The audio is presented in
Dolby Digital 5.1, Dolby Surround, and French stereo. There is currently no information concerning the UK
Region 2 release, although it should follow later in the year.

Closely following its UK cinema release, the recent remake of H G Wells classic tale the Time Machine is
scheduled for a Region 1 DVD release on July 23. The film stars Guy Pearce at the time-travelling scientist
who travels to the distant future and sees the future of mankind, you know the rest! The DVD is presented in
Anamorphic widescreen and boasts a sack-full of extras.

GAMING

Paramount’s Harry Lang has confirmed plans for a sequel to Raven Software’s Elite Force game. In a recent
interview he said, “EF2 is coming. In this case, it's not a rumour. The only thing | will say is that it's using the
Team Arena engine and not just the QIlll engine as the first game did. I'm not divulging anything else other
than to say wait for the official announcement which will tell you more and wait for the official boards to open
next week before asking about more.” The original EF game was set aboard the USS Voyager. In this
version the action has moved to USS Enterprise (E).Also earning a sequel is Starfleet Command with the
announcement of Starfleet Command Ill. The Starfleet Command series captures the spirit and style of Star
Trek by offering large-scale, ship-to-ship tactical combat. Starfleet Command 1l reinvents the legendary
series by bringing it into the Star Trek: The Next Generation universe and introducing powerful new ship
customization, more in-depth story missions, and a streamlined interface.



Reviews

Bicentennial Man

Directed by Chris Columbus
Written by Isaac Asimov
Reviewed by John Salter

When | was younger, much younger and before Star Wars, yes that long ago, | used to read
books that most people found strange — nothing new there then. One of my favourite authors during
my Primary School years was a chap called Isaac Asimov, who wrote stories with such an
imagination that | began my journey into science fiction where | still find myself today. The
original story Bicentennial Man was a story by Asimov and appeared in ‘Small Stories’ and
collections of sci-fi.

Although initially dubious as to whether Hollywood could create his taste for story telling, |
nevertheless didn’t hesitate to buy the video and I’m glad I did. Robin Williams plays the
‘Artificial Intelligence’ and | say that for 2 reasons. Compared with the film *Al’ this comes out
head and shoulders above it and secondly, Robin Williams produces probably his best ever acting
performance and that eclipses the very funny ‘Mrs Doubtfire’.

Basically the story is that of an ‘Al’ being used by a family as its servant and slowly developing.
Not only is he the equal in many ways to his *human family” but also develops abilities (albeit
unknown in how they came about) beyond that of an everyday “skin job’. Columbia and Tristar
pictures have produced and developed Asimov’s original idea, the end result of which is fantastic,
in story contrast, humour, sadness, creativity and a visual treat. Bicentennial Man is a ‘have to
have’ for anyone’s collection. 9/10.

The Eugenics Wars (Book 1)
Author — Greg Cox
Reviewed by John Salter

Having read a few of Greg Cox’s Star Trek books in the past and seeing the title of this particular
story, | couldn't resist shelling out for the hardback version. The Eugenics Wars, very much like the Clone
Wars in Star Wars is or has been something that up until now has only been covered briefly. After the
events of Star Trek Il: the Wrath of Khan, the author already had some groundwork done. Transferring that
though was going to be something that in itself could be its own trilogy of stories. There are a few surprises
in this book and without giving too much away, a few characters from Star Trek’s past return. The basic
premise of the story is about why, how and where Khan appeared from and the efforts to nurture the
experimental mistake into something that human society could use to its benefit. However, if everything had
turned out okay, we obviously wouldn’t have had the timeline that exists in Star Trek as we speak. Greg Cox
has been very clever in delivering a story that virtually has no input from our illustrious crew of the original
Star Trek but still pulls off a ‘read on’ factor through the characters he uses.

The story starts in East Berlin in 1974 and every now and again pays a visit to the future. The book covers
Khan's earlier days up until he’'s a young adult attempting to come to terms with the world that he finds
himself in. It moves from Germany to the USA and then over to ‘The Chrysalis Base’ in India, where genetic
experiments are being led by one Sarina Khan, Khan’s mother (of sorts).

Very cleverly Greg Cox manages to mirror actual real life history within the story line, things like the Berlin
Wall, the invention of metal detectors, a moratorium on genetic engineering in 1974 by the US National
Academy of Sciences, rioting in Delhi in 1984 following the assassination of Indira Gandhi, the existence of
the ozone layer above Antarctica and the chemical leak in Bhopal in 1984. These are to name but a few and
obviously where it all began with the genetic experimentation and eventual cloning of one sheep called
‘Dolly’.

| would seriously recommend this book to everyone. It's not action packed but does have an element of ‘I
want to know what happens next’. Additionally, if your knowledge of history needs a tweak, then buy it.
7/10.



The Genesis Wave (Book One) Star Trek TNG
Author — John Varnholt
Reviewed by John Salter

This book has had mixed reviews and depending on who you talk to different opinions. |
was interested because as with most Star Trek books it plugs the holes left by the series and films.

Not surprisingly it’s all about the Genesis Project from the “Search for Spock’. Instead of being
used to produce life from nothing some naughty specimen is using it as a weapon of mass
destruction. Planets, populations and species being eradicated. Although this is far from one of the
best books I’ve read it does have its moments. The Next Generation crew are quite heavily
involved especially Geordie La Forge who spends most of his time lusting at a former holodeck
character Lea Brahms who he fell in love with during the series.

There are some very good and intriguing elements to this story that make you want to know more. |
know because I’ve now got three books. Will Riker, Beverly Crusher and one absolute shocker of a
character are played really well. Jean-Luc Picard however, say and behave most unlike the fellow
we’ve come to know and love. Allin all it’s got to be read if you’re into the books as well. Go on
buy it! 7/10.

GOOD NEWS FOR TREK FANS OVERSEAS

Well it’s about time! Having been overseas to Germany, | like many others was often
disappointed by the lack of trek on subspace (BFBS). However having recently returned from the
planet Penguin, (aka the Falklands), I am pleased to let you all know that someone at subspace
communication control has finally got their act together. Yes that’s right BFBS now broadcasts
Enterprise on a Saturday night at 19:30 cet. So for all you globe trotters amongst us, whether you
are going to planet Penguin, Oman or any other four month holiday destination, or even if you are
lucky enough to get an overseas posting, (bribe your drafter and jump the queue to Cyprus) there is
no longer a requirement for you to fill six suitcases full of trek videos to pass the time. Simply
replicate a twentieth century television set, (any chief engineer worth his salt has the plans for
these), tune it in to a channel called BFBS1 and sit back and enjoy! Happy travels to one and all.
Steve Buet

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW WHQO'’S OUT THERE?

Well do you? If the answer is yes then why not help SETI the Search for Extraterrestrial
Intelligence. It’s easy. All you need is a computer with a modem! Log on to your internet provider
and find the page http://setiathome.berkeley.edu and download their programme. It’s not a big
programme either, we’re talking in K’s not Gb’s. | can manage it on my PC and I’'m still working
with a 3.2 Gb harddrive. The programme works by using your CPU whenever your screensaver is
active, or if you have enough power in your PC you can set it up to run all the time. Once it has
finished sorting all the data it will either connect itself to the internet and send the data back and
receive some more. Or it will ask you to connect it to the internet, it depends on the settings you
give it (it won’t do anything you don’t tell it to do!). And if your computer does find anything
which then turns out to be an extraterrestrial signal, (a long shot I know?!), then your name will
appear along side all the boffins at SETI as one of the finders! Well that’s one way of getting your
name in the history books, can you imagine that! Joe Bloggs a member of RAFSTA discovers alien
lifel'! Seriously though, if you’ve got a computer and a modem it’s not going to put you out, you
don’t have to lift a finger after downloading the programme if you don’t want too. And after all
isn’t that what we’re supposed to do, SEEK OUT NEW LIFE?

Steve Buet



(Cene Roddenberry’s

ANDROM EDA S

The new incarnation from the mind of the late Gene Roddenberry.

ANDROMEDA aired in the US on October 2 2000, and aired on
October 7h 2000, in the UK. Two seasons comprising of forty
four episodes were ordered. Sky 1 has so far shown Thirty Two
episodes, with Channel 4 having showed Eight of the first season.
The Story revolves around the Andromeda Ascendant, a Starship
which is a sentient being in its own right. and its captain, Dylan Hunt.
The opening episode lays the foundation for Dylan Huntsgquest when d
he and his ship are trapped on the event horizon of a black hole after
a Nietzschean Attack. Stuck there for Three Hundred years before the
Eureka Maru, captained by Beka Valentine, moves in to salvage the
Andromeda for credits. It turns out that mere seconds have passed B

for Dylan as he and his ship were caught in some time space anomaly caused by the black hole. The
Systems Commonwealth which was spread over several galaxies and brought peace and security to
. trillions of souls on millions of worlds is gone. Destroyed when the Nietzschean Empire launched its
surprise assault on the Systems Commonwealth, an attack which brought the Commonwealth to its
knees. After the war both the Commonwealth and Nietzscheans had'suffered severe losses which
could not repel the Magog who took advantage and launched their own attack on what was left of
humanity. Thus Dylan Hunt's mission begins, enlisting the crew from the Eureka Maru he sets out
to bring back order and peace to the galaxy. To restore the Systems Commonwealth.

Andromeda Ascendant Crew Bio's:

Captain Dylan Hunt: [Kevin Sorbo]

Dylan Hunt, a human born on the planet Tarn-Vedra, began his career
with the Systems Commonwealth over Three Hundred yers previous. As
with dl High Guard Officers. Dylan started his career as an enlisted man
serving a tour of duty in his regional Home Guard Unit. This was followed
by a tour as a spacer in the High Guard Argosy. It was here that Dylan
Hunt was selected to attend the High Guard Academy on Tarn-Vedra.

During his academic studies. interspersed with tours onboard High Guard
Starships and alternated with post-graduate postings to the Antares
Command Lyceum, the Advanced Studies Program on Pattersons World,
and the Imperial Strategy College on Tarn-Vedra. Dylan graduated as an
Officer of the Argosy with Honours.

His transfer as Captain of the Andromeda Ascendant was the latest in his
short distinguished career when providence intervened. When Dylan and
the Andromeda Ascendant were pulled from the event horizon of a black
hole by Beka Valentine in the Eureka Maru. Dylan discovered that some
Three Hundred and Three years had passed by in a scant few seconds.
Everything he held dear, his fiancee, his entire world and way of life had
al gone. Dylan's adult life had been spent on extensive training to protect
the Commonweatlh's civilisations. Now as the High Guard Argosy's last
surviving captain on the only surviving High Guard Ascendant Starship,
Dylan Hunt has a new mission. To restore that which he had swore an
oath to protect, The Systems Commonwealth.

" 1§ the Commonwealth's High Guard had a weakness, €& was thes;
It's Ofécers weret 00 competent, too camng, and too érave. ”

Yin Man-Wei



Beka Valentine: [Lisa Ryder]

Rebecca [Beka] Vaentine is human but has never lived on a planet. The
daughter of a small time cargo runner and occasional smuggler, Beka was
raised on the Eureka Maru with her younger brother Rafe. Roaming space,
Beka has spent her entire life searching for that one big score which will
deliver her final pay day.

Having rescued Dylan Hunt and the Andromeda Ascendant from the event
horizon of a black hole, she is now the Andromeda's first officer, and
commander of the Eureka Maru. Beka is fiercely loyal to her crew and
ship, but follows her own obscure code aways looking for the big score.
Although she remains unconvinced of Dylan's quest to.restore the Systems
Commonwealth, she takes her duty as first officer seriously. She'd lay her
life on line before letting him down, and as Andromeda's best pilot, she
has gotten him out of more than one predicament and continues to prove
herself a valuable member of the Andromeda’s crew.

Tyr Anasazi: [Hamilton Caobb]

Tyr (pronounced 'Teer') Anasazi is a former Nietzschean Mercenary, part
of a sub-species of human origins that have genectically engineered
themselves to be the ultimate warriors. Due to Tyr's bio engineering, he
much stronger and faster than a normal human. A factor which has saved
the lives of the Andromeda’s crew on numerous occasions.

Tyr has been thoroughly indoctrined into his race's 'Kill or be Killed'
ideology. Survival is Tyr's primary focus for himself first and then his
friends second. Beyond this. the rest of the galaxy can take a slipstream
jump to hell asfar as he is concerned. Asfor Dylan's quest for a new
System Commonwealth, Tyr see's this as a waste of time and resources.

As the solitary survivor of a decimated Nietzschean Pride, Tyr has been
shuunned by other Nietzscheans and considered unfit. For Tyr, the
Andromeda Ascendant represents a last chance at proving what is worth,
as well a providing a secure base of operations for his own plans for
power Tyr, who once hired himself out as a freelance mercenay and
assassin, now redirects his skilled talents as Andromeda's security chief
and tactical fire control officer where his fighting skills prove deadly to
those brave or foolish enough to attack.

Trance Gemini: [Laura Bertram]

The most mysterious member of the Andromeda's crew is Trance Gemini,
a beautiful young female alien of an unknown species. Trance dosen't talk
much about herself, her past, or her people, and Dylan and the rest of
the crew has long since given up asking.

Trance has the unbelievable ability to predict future possible outcomes.
The question has arisen several times whether she can see future events,
or is she just charmed when it comes to lucky guesses? The only person
on the ship that knows for sure is Trance, and she's keeping quiet.
Trance serves as the crews botanist, xenobiologist, make do medic, life
support officer, and when its really necssary, thief and spy. In her spare
time she is learning to pilot the Andromeda under Beka's and Tyr's
guidance, although both have said it would be eaisier to teach a dog.




Andromeda Ascendant; (aka Rommie): o - [L :a Doig]

Dylan Hunt's only link to the past is his most potent ally, the Andromeda
Ascendant XMC-10-284. Also known as Rommie. The Andromeda is a
sentient being in her own right, a sophisticated Artificial Intelligence with
a whole host of computers and processors which contain amongst others
things, her personality. The Andromeda Ascendant has the ability to
interact with her crew via a series of voice, holograms, video images and
as an avatar, built by harper, in the form of a beautiful young woman.

It isin this form she is affectionately called 'Rommie’ by the rest of the
crew. Andromeda now has the ability to experience al the sensations of a
living human being whilst being the most deadliest and beautiful Starship
in the Galaxy.

Rommie is helped in her tasks of keeping herself operational by a large
contingent of biped humanoid helper drones whose purpose is routine
maintenance, systems operation and damage repair inside the ship. For
exterior damage, Rommie has a contingent of servo drones which carry
out space borne tasks.

Totally loyal to Captain Hunt, and protective of her crew, Rommie is also
-highly committed to the same cause as her captain, the restoration of the
Commonwealth, with al her powerful systems at her disposal.

Seamus Harper: [Gordon Woolvett]

Seamus Harper, the Andromeda's irrepressible engineer and odd job man.
Harper is the only crewmember who was born and raised on Earth in the
hell that was post-Commonwealth. Harper's tumultuous upbringing during
those years has left him missing some socia skills, and he spends the
majority of his spare time in the company of machines. constantly
upgrading and repairing Rommie and her numerous systems. He has of
late been taking an interest in certain other crewmembers, but has yet to
ask her out for drink. Harper stunned the rest of the crew when he
unveiled his latest creation, an avatar specifically designed to allow
Andromeda to interact more with the crew. When asked whv he built it
he replied. 'l got fed up talking to a monitor'.

Harper dosen't believe much in Captain Hunt's gallant cause, but his time _—
spent on Andromeda has so far been the best thing that's happened to him,
and he knows a great thing when he see'sit. Another thing about Harper is
that of a neural interface port on the back of his neck which alows him
direct access to Rommie's computers and systems. as wdl as other computer
terminals he may come across in his travels. At present he's building the
first earth plane to break the sound barrier, a project he started after several
thousand kilo-quads of information was forcibly downloaded into his brain
via his neural port. and he'd like to finish it.

REV BEM: [Brent Stait]

Rev (asin Reverend) Bem (asin Bug Eved Monster) is a Magog whose
real name in unpronounceable in his native tongue, something like nails
on a blackboard. The closest translation is in terran, meaning Red Plague.
The Magog race is savage. predatory. voracious, and feared throughout
the known planets. With exception for a few Magog like Rev Bem who
have discovered 'Wayism', an amalgamation of several human religions
which advocate peace and harmony. Rev is a scientist. scholar, and one
of the kindest individuals you could come across. Rev embraces Dylan's
cause to restore the Commonwealth as he see's it as a way to further the
Wayism Faith.




Rev is constantly at war with his very nature, and if

faith that gives him the discipline required to overcome his natural

instincts he would have long ago killed and devoured
or made them into unwilling hosts for his progeny.

Rev serves as the unofficial science officer. translator. and spiritual

advisor for the crew.

ANDROMEDA ASCENDANT; EPISODE ARCHIVE 2001 - 2001

Season One Andromeda Episode Guide:

it was not for his .

his fellow crewmates

Air Date;

October 02 00
October 09 00
October 16 00
October 23 00
October 30 00
November 06 00
November 13 00
November 20 00
November 27 00
January 15 01

g January 22 01
January 29 01
February 0501
February 12 01
February 19 01
» February 26 01
April 09 01
April 16 01
April 2301
April 30 01

May 07 01

May 14 01

Season Two Andromeda Episode Guide:

Episode:

Under the Night [Season Premiere]
An Affirming Flame

To Loose the Fateful Lighting
D Minus Zero

Double Helix

Angel Dark, Demon Bright
The Ties That Bind

The Banks of the Lethe

A Rose in the Ashes

All Great Neptune's Ocean

The Pearls That Were His Eyes
The Mathematics of Tears
Music of a Distant Drum
Harper 2.0

Forced Perspective

The Sum of its Parts

Fear & Loathing in the Milky Way
The Devil Take the Hindmost
The Honey Offering
Star-Crossed

It Makes a Lovely Light

Its Hour Come Round at Last [Finale]

Air Date: Episode: No:
October 01 01 The Widening Gyre [Season Premiere]  #23
October 08 01 Exit Strategies #24
October 15 01 Heart for Falsehood Framed #25
October 22 01 Pitiless as the Sun #26
October 29 01 Last Cdl at the Broken Hammer #27
November 12 01 All Too Human #28

The long night has come...
The Systems Commonweatlth.. the greatest civilisation in history has fallen,
But now one ship, one crew have vowed to drive back the night and rekindle the light of civilisation..

On the starship Andromeda hope lives again....

No:

#01
#02
#03
#04
#05
#06
#07
#08
#09
#10
#11
#12
#13
#14
#15
#16
#17
#18
#19
#20
#21
#22




Andromeda Ascendant Episode Notes:

Under The Night Episode #01

The pilot episode, the Andromeda Ascendant is ambushed by a Nietzschean Pride. Captain Hunt
orders the evacuation of the starship after a sustained firefight. The crew evacuate close to a black
hole, unfortunately the Andromeda Ascendant and Captain Hunt are caught in a stasis bubble in the
black hole's event horizon. 300 years later Beka Valentine and the crew of the Eureka Maru come to
the rescue, intent on salvaging the starship for money credits. Unbeknownst to her she has a
Neitzschean Assault Squad in her cargo hold intending to steal the Andromeda from her.

An Affirming Flame Episode #02

After Beka and the Maru crew salvage the Andromeda and discover Dylan Hunt very much alive,
Gerentex tries to carry out his plan of seizing the Andromeda for himself with the aid of the
Neitzscheans he's brought with him in the cargo hold. Fortunately Dylan is able to stave of the
attack with the help of the Maru's crew, and pick up an unlikely aly along the way.

To Loose the Fateful Lightning Episode #03

Dylan and the crew of Andromeda discover an abandoned High Guard space station and intend to
board it to search for spares for Andromeda. However when they board, they discover that the
stastion in inhabited by children, descendants of the origina High Guard crew waiting for the day of
lightning. The children are dying at an early age due to radiation poisoning and the Andromeda crew
assist in treating them. The children then use Dylan's security access codes to launch missiles at
nearby Magog planets who had been terrorizing the children for centuries. Harper finds some useful
items to make a dream woman.

D Minus Zero Episode #04
An unknown force attacks the Andromeda, bringing hidden emotions to the surface. The attack
brings up old memories and vendetta's which each crew member fighting between themselves.

Double Helix Episode #05

Dylan and the crew of Andromeda arrive in time to save a Than vessel from attack by the
Neitzscheans. Dylan wants to bring the sides together as part of his plan to re-unite the Systems
Commonwealth, but old hatreds surface. Tyr meanwhile travels to the nearby Neitzschean colony;
will his need to breed and marry force him to surrender his loyalty to Dylan and the rest.

Angel Dark, Demon Bright Episode #06

Trance's lessons on slipstream piloting go awry and the Andromeda Ascendant is sent back in time
to a few days before the Witchhead Nebulae Battle. This battle was the turning point in the war
between the Commonwealth and the Neitzscheans with both sides suffering heavy losses. Should
Dylan interfere and bring the Andromeda to battle, or let fate run its course.

The Ties that Blind Episode #07

Andromeda comes to the aid of a Wayist Spiritual Leader whose ship had been attacked. Upon
recovering the vessel, Beka is shocked to find her youngers brother Rafe is also onboard. Has Rafe,
a system wide known con artist, seen the light of the Wayist Faith, or does he have a secret agenda
to steal Beka's antique CD collection.

The Banks of the Lethe Episode #08

Two years after the Andromeda Ascendant entered the event horizon of the black hole that holds
her, Sara, Dylans girlfriend is attempting a rescue mission to save her fiance. In the present 298
years later and with the help Perseids, Harper is experimenting with teleportation. When a
breakthrough occurs, Harper finds a way to send Dylan back to re-unite the two.

A Rose in the Ashes Episode #09

Dylan and Rommies attempt to negotiate a treaty with the inhabitants of Arazia. Unfortunately Dylan
and Rommie are accused of treason following the break up of the Commonwealth and subsequent
Neitzschean attacks on Arazia and are thrown into prison. Can Dylan escape before Rommie loses her
energy field.

The Pearls That Were His Eyes Episode #10

Whilst putting into a space station for repairs and supplies, Beka recieves a message sent three years
previous by her late fathers partner, Uncle Sid (John De'Lancie). She and Trance travel to meet him,
only to find out he is owner of the biggest freight company in the system. All is not as it seems as
Uncle Sid is searching for incriminating evidence which he thinks Beka has. Beka also has to undergo
the vicious side effects of Flash, a highly addictive narcotic.



A Great Neptune's Ocean Episode #11

Whilst visiting the water planet Castalian to invite them to join the new System Commonweatlh, the
Castalian President is murdered whilst onboard the Andromeda Ascendant. Evidence points to Tyr
being the guilty party, but is he. The new Castalian President demands justice from Dylan. Can Dylan
save the Neitzschean from execution.

The Mathematicsof Tears Episode #12

The Pax Magellanic, a High Guard Starship and sister vessel to the Andromeda Ascendant is found
amongst the debris of a planet which had been destroyed by the Neitzschean Pride. The Pax
Magellanic had been in orbit when the planet went nova after being continually bombarded for weeks
by the Neitzschean Pride's fleet. Dylan finds the original crew still alive and apparently the same age
since the planets destruction. It looks like some side effect from the planets destruction has slowed
their ageing process. But everything is not as it seems.

Harper 2.0 Episode #13

Beka and Harper are enroute back to the Andromeda after a supply trip when an emergency bubble
crashes into the side of the Maru. Inside is Perseid, severely injured and about to die. Seeing Harper
has a neural implant he seizes the opportunity to download all the knowledge he is carrying into
Harpers brain before dying. Harpers brain can't cope with the information and search's for a way to
download the information to Rommie before his brain fries from an overload. Unfortunately someone
else is after the information, and Harper dosen't have to be aive to retrieve the information.

Forced Perspective Episode #14

Dylan is captured and made to stand trail for the murder of Chancellor Ferrin, the leader of the
Mobius 300 years ago. Beka and Tyr attempt a rescue with Andromeda. Can Dyan be saved from
execution.

Music of a Distant Drum Episode #15

Tyr goes off in the Maru on a secret mission to retrieve some property that belongs to him. When
he crashes and loses his memory on an Neitzschean planet controlled by the Dragon Pride, he finds
an aly in a human woman and her son. The Neitzschean Dragon Pride are searching for Tyr and the
crate he was carrying, can he evade them until Dylan and Andromeda arrive.

The Sum of its Parts Episode #16

A biosentient representative from the Consensus of Parts HG arrives onboard the Andromeda. The
Consensus is legendary throughout the galaxy as a machine based culture and have heard about
Dylans mission. Dylan agree's to meet with Direct Intelligence Unit VX. Once HG's mission is
complete he is supposed to self terminate which upsets Trance who has grown to like him.

The Devil Take the Hindmost Episode #17

The Andromeda is asked to assist the Pythians in their part of the Than Hegomoy, but Rev recieves
an urgent cal for help from a Wayist Brother. Whilst Dylan and Rev head for the settlement of the
Wavist Monk, Tyr and Beka take Andromeda to Pythian. Can Dylan help the settlement defend
against the slavers that treaten their existence.

Fear and Loathing in the Milky Way Episode #18

Gerentex returns to the Andromeda bitter thaat Tyr handed the ship to Dylan. He forces Trance and
Harper to take him in the Maru to find Perseid Hasturi's Diary. Inside its covers is a detailed map to
find the long lost Tarn-Vedra, the captial of the former Systems Commonwealth which had been cut
off from the slipstream since its fall. But Gerentex is not the only one looking.

The Honey Offering Episode #19

Tyr asks for permission to transport Elssbett Massadim to her wedding. The wedding would create
an aliance between two o the biggest Neitzschean Pride's. Dylan agrees only on one condition, that
they agree to join the restored System Commonwealth. However Elssbett has her own secret agenda.

Star Crossed Episode #20

Andromeda goes to the aid of another Artificial Intelligence from a Restor attack. Afterwards
Rommie and Gabriel, the A.1, become close. But Harper becomes suspicious of Gabriels actions. Is
Harper's accusations justified or is he just jealous.

" If we do not tive another day, Say thes over omr Pyre,
They died ke High Guard lancers, With thetr faces to the fire.
13t High Guard Imperial Lancers - CY4233



It Makes a Lovely Light Episode #21
Beka and the rest of the crew throw a surprise birthday party for Dylan. Beka then tells Dylan that
she can find the route to Dylans homeworld Tarn-Vedra by using the maps contained within the
Perseid Hasturi diary. But the journey requires severa slipstream jumps which begin to take their
toll on Beka. Her solution, to use the drug Flash. Can she hold it together long enough to get Dylan
to Tarn-Vedra, pilot the ship, and resist addiction.

Its Hour Come Round at Last Episode #22

A computer backup of Andromeda is accidentally activated by Harper. Believing herself to still be
under the command of Captain Perim, she orders Trance to set course for the nearest High Guard
Station. Rommie tries to explain to the A.I and hologram that they are one and the same, but they
are determined to continue on their course. Dylan and the crew manage to regain control of the ship,
but its to late. The Andromeda is deep in Magog space. The Magog swarm ships attack the hull and
the invasion begins. Tyr and Harper are captured during the fight, and the rest of the crew are left
for dead.

The Widening Gyre Episode #23

After the Magog leave with Tyr and Harper, Rommie frees herself and activates the Andromeda’s
defences on the Magog still onboard. Down on the planet Rev has disguised himself as one of the
Magog |eaders, meanwhile Tyr and Harper have now been infested with Magog eggs. Dylan leads an
assault on the settlement where Tyr, Harper, and Rev are. Can he get them out before Andromeda
launches the Nova Bomb to destroy the planet.

~ Exit Strategies Episode #24
Dylan, Beka, Tyr and Rev crash land on an ice planet. Back on Andromeda Harper is not coping well
will the Magog eggs infestation. Meanwhile since the attack on the Magog planet, Rev has been
fasting and if he dosen't eat something soon his body will start to digest itself. The crew down on
the planet come under Neitzschean attack and in their escape the Maru dlips into a sinkhol. Can
H%rper come to terms with his infestation in time to repair the Andromeda and rescue Dylan and the
others.

Heart for Falsehood Framed Episode #25

Andromeda arrives a Peirpont Drift, a well known colony of thieves where Dylan is trying to help
the Than in a dispute over the Hegemons Heart, a sacred Than relic. Beka becomes attracted to the
head of security. Leydon Hawkins, but is he dl that he seems. It turns out several individua are
after the Heart, with several fakes turning up along the way. Can Dylan sort out the mess and avoid
a forthcoming battle.

Pitiless as the Sun Episode #26

Whilst visiting Inaris, Dylan witnesses an attack on a Inari cargo vessel. The ship asks for assistance
and afterwards asks for Trance to go to the planet to meet with a Professor Logich who is interested
in her. The Professor interogates Trance and some more of Trance's past and people are revealed, or
is it. Meanwhile the Pyrians are found to be behind the attacks and Dylan needs to find out why.

Last Cdl at the Broken Hammer Episode #27

Dylan searches for Isabella Ortiz, a legendary leader who he feels can help in his plan to re-unite the
Commonwealth. He tracks her down to Broken Hammer, a mining colony. But she insists that she's
a Doctor named Cody. Turns out the Kalderans are after her as well.

All Too Human Episode #28

The Andromeda recieves a distress cal from Morbius which is under attack. Rommie goes
undercover to find the creator of the Basilisk, Mister Kim. Rumours say he is on Machen Alpha
whose inhabitants have a fear of A.l's. The waiting Maru is detected and attacked with the ship
sinking into the water. Rommie, whilst being pursued by the authorities must find a way to disarm
the weapon whilst Harper. Tyr, and Rev attempt to eascape from the Maru with only one EVA suit
between the three of them.




" The Soul is {arger than the oky, Deeper than the Ocean;
O the Abysmal adrak, ot the unfathomed centre.

Enoch Vere De-Vere
Lamentations Sous-terse CY9734

Cast: tain Dylan i
SN agnine ™ A
Andromeda (Rommie) Lexa Doig
Tyr Anasazi Hamilton Cobb
Rev Bem Brent Stalt
Harper Gordon Michael Woolvett
Trance Gamni Laura Bertram
Production Credits: Created By Gene Roddenberry

Developed By Robert Hewitt Wolfe
Exec Producer Majel Barrett
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. Firestone
Music Mathew McCauley
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Comment: In all, Andromeda Ascendant has had a good start. Both with storylines, and excellent
visual effects. Unfortunately Sky's stupid scheduling had the opening episode screened
days after the US premiere, which meant screening had to be halted after nine episodes
had aired. On the other hand, council television dosen't have this problem so here's
hoping nothing comes between Channel Four and that Sunday afternoon mid-day slot. If
you haven't seen Andromeda Ascendant, | recommend it just for the visual effects and
the ship Andromeda.

Region 2 DVDs

Andromeda Season 1, EpiSOdeS 1-5 Released 244 June 2002 Soundrack CD now available
Andromeda Season 1; Episodes 6-10 Released 24th July 2002

Pd VHS VIDEO

Andromeda Season 1 Volume 1 Released 29th April 2002

Andromeda Season 1 Volume 2 Released 29th April 2002

Andromeda Season 1 Volume 3 Released 27th May 2002

Andromeda Season 1 Volume 4 Released 27th May 2002



As | had already completed an Andromeda article prior to receiving Scott Mitchell’s

article I have include below the additional information that I had put together. There
Is a small amount of repetition but only that, which is essential to allow the following
information to flow. The additional information below concentrates more on the ship
and its place within the series.

The series must be getting popular for two of us to have done the same article.
Though it does highlight that perhaps you should get in touch before starting on a
large article.

Bob Jones

Andromeda Ascendant - Goals & Objectives

Restore the Systems Commonwealth to its former status.
Recruit member worlds to rejoin and support the Commonwealth.
Rebuild the Commonwealth's vital interests.

Enforce the laws of the Systems Commonwealth.
Explore and expand the frontiers of knowledge.

Andromeda Backstory

The Glorious Commonwealth

More than 3000 years ago, aliens from a planet called Tarn Vedra in the Andromeda galaxy
invented a way to travel across the stars almost instantaneously. They called it Slipstream (further
info on Slipstream below), and they used it to build a vast commonwealth of planets across six
galaxies. When Earth was ready, we were welcomed into it. It was a vast, diverse group of cultures
working together in peace, striving to spread civilization across the Universe. Unfortunately, some
factions came to disagree with the Commonwealth's methods.

The Fall

The Nietzscheans - a group of genetically engineered humans who follow a strict interpretation of
Nietzsche - felt that the Commonwealth was weak because it made treaties with its greatest enemies
- the Magog. So they formed a rebellion and attacked the Commonwealth of which they were a part.
The result was a civil war that plunged the Universe into a new Dark Age. One of the first
casualties of that war was a Glorious Heritage Class starship called the Andromeda Ascendant.
Most of her crew-abandoned ship, but her captain - Dylan Hunt - remained on board as the ship fell
dangerously close to a black hole.

The Long Night

Three hundred years of darkness passed. The Commonwealth was gone. Interstellar
communication became undependable. Slipstream routes fell into disuse. Some still travelled the
stars, but the journey was full of piracy, unmarked dangers and people fighting for their lives.
Technology stopped developing and even reverted in some ways. A few local governments held
together, but most of them were brutal and fascist. The remnants of the old Commonwealth
decayed.



Andromeda Rescued

A salvage vessel called the Eureka Maru then found the Andromeda Ascendant and pulled her free.
When they boarded the High Guard relic, they found that Dylan Hunt had survived - the whole ship
had been caught in severe time dilatation. From Dylan's perspective, only a few moments had
passed since his crew escaped. But outside the black hole, darkness had fallen across his beloved
Commonwealth.

Time to Rebuild

Dylan once protected civilization, he now felt an obligation to rebuild what had been lost. As
someone who knew what it was like to live in a Universe that was for the most part safe and at
peace, he felt he and his ship could bring back the Commonwealth. He recruited the crew of the
Eureka Maru, and ever since they have been searching the galaxies for worlds that are willing to
join the New Commonwealth.

Slipstream

Since its discovery by Vedran physicist Rochinda, the slipstream has connected the galaxies
together. Slipstream is an extension of our reality, an additional dimension that's integrally
intertwined with our own. The slipstream is a place where quantum connections are visible as
cords, especially the large and strong connections like those between huge concentrations of matter
such as planets or suns. A spaceship that enters the slipstream can harness the energy of these cords
and ride them from one star system to another.

One interesting thing about moving through the slipstream is that travel time between points has
very little to do with the distance actually traveled. If a pilot is lucky, and the stream unfolds just
right, the ship could transit between galaxies in minutes. But put an unlucky pilot at the helm and
the same trip could take weeks or even months. Luckily for the cause of interstellar commerce and
communication, the more a certain path is frequently travelled, the faster, easier and more
predictable the journey becomes. As a result, frequently-travelled routes between major
Commonwealth worlds -- Vedra to San-Ska-Re, for example -- are safe and convenient. Another
unusual aspect of slipstream is the requirement of an organic pilot to guide a starship through the
slipstream. At an intersection of pathways in slipstream space, both paths manifest the potentiality
of being correct and incorrect. It's only when the pilot chooses a specific direction that this
potentiality collapses and one path becomes right, and the other wrong. For reasons still not
completely understood, organic beings tend to choose the correct paths, or more precisely, the very
act of choosing makes the path they have chosen the correct one.

But strangely, computers -- even ones with artificial intelligence -- are incapable of this reality-
altering guesswork. Even the most sophisticated starship in the Systems Commonwealth requires
an organic sentient to pilot through the starlanes -- a prospect some sentients regard as deeply
disturbing but others find comforting.

Andromeda Ascendant — The Ship

I have artificial intelligence and | will talk to you about myself. My official designation is Shining
Path to Truth and Knowledge Al model GRA 112, serial number XMC-10-182. A mouthful, isn't
it? It's easy to see why the crew calls me "Rommie,” which you're welcome to do as well. Like all
High Guard starships, I'm proud to work with a distinguished crew of highly-trained sentients from
planets throughout the Systems Commonwealth.



